AMENDMENTS to THE CLAIMS 



1. Canceled. 

2 . (New) A method for purchasing a produe. from a seUer eomputer using a virtual 
^"g -m a buyer computer ,„ purchase said produe, from satd seder 

— r:r:rr: st , de— ~ - ^ > 

paymeu, account, app.yiug a cos. of said produe. .0 said virtual paymen. account; aud 
providing said produe. .0 a buyer associated with sard buyer computer. 
3 (New) The method of Claim 2, wherein determining whether said buyer 

Teeing a, said commerce gateway whether said virtual paymeu. account , 
-^rrS: .ion container to - buyer computer in response to 

4 (New) The method of Claim 3, wherein determining a. said commerce gateway 
whethe said vL payment amount is associated with said buyer eomputer farther compttses 
fining a. said commerce gateway whether said virtual paymen, account ,s vahd. 

5. (New) The medtod of Claim 3, wherein said authentication request comprises a 
digital certificate. 

6 . (New) The medtod of Claim 5 further comprising retrieving said digital 
certificate from a secure token. 

7 (New) The medtod of Claim2, wherein determining whether said buyer 
computer is associated with said virtual payment account comprtses: 
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—in, an alternate authentication revest nom said buyer computer ,0 a congee 

"nding an alternate authentication message from satd commerce gateway to a buyer 

authentication device; 

rPtrievins said alternate authentication message; 

buyer eomputer is associated with said virtual payment aceount. 

, (New) The method of Claim2, wherein determining whether said buyer 

is associated with said virtual payment account. 

9 (New) The method of Claim 2, wherein applying a cos, of said product to said 

seller computer to said commerce gateway, said 
determining whether said virtual payment account may be charged 

product; and t w said virtual payment account may be charged for said cost 

of sa ;^r 8 :ir— I— - — gateway » 
said seller computer. 

10 . (New) The method of Cairn 2, wherein said virmal payment account comprises a 
main account and at least one sub-account. 

u (New) The memod of Claim .0, wherein said sub-account is operative to accept 
charges from only a predetermined lis. of seller computers. 
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n . (New) The method of Claim !0, wherein a spending limit may be se, by said 
buyer for said sub-account. 

, , (New) A method for purchasing a produet from a seller computer comprising-. 
Living: from a Iyer computer to purchase said product from sard seiler 

alternate payment mechanism; 

validating said alternate payment mechanism; and 

providing said product to a buyer associated with said buyer computer. 

14 (New) A method for purchasing a product from a seller computer using a virtual 

15 . (New) mmethodofClaiml^whereinsaidvinualpayment^ 
a main account and at least one sub-account. 
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,« (New) The method of Cairn !5, wherein .barging said virtual payment account 
for a cost : assoc^d with said product comprises charing said sub-accoon, for a cos, assorted 
with said product. 

17 (New) The method of Claim 16, further comprising: 

Lmimng whether said sub-accoun, is anthorized to receive a charge from sard seiler 
computer; and ^ ^ product in response ,„ 

18 . (New) The method of Claim 14, wherein said virtual payment account eompnses 
a credit account. 

19 . (New) The method of Claim 14, wherein said virtual payment account comprises 
a pre-paid account. 

20 (New) The method of Claim 14, wherein said authentication request comprises a 
digM cettiJe! and wherein said digital certiftcate is transmitted to said commerce gateway. 

M (New) The method of Cairn 14, wherein determining whether said virhud 
payment account may he used to pay for said product comprises determining whether a apendmg 
limit has been exceeded. 

22 (New) A method for creating a virtual payment account for a buyer which may 
be used ,„ pay for products ordered over an internetwork, the method comprismg: 
receiving application data from said buyer; 

determining a credit score for said buyer based upon said app.icatton data; 
23. (New) The method of Claim 22, further comprising: 
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in response to receiving application data from said buyer, determining an identify score 
for said buyer based upon said application data; 

de, Lining whether said identify score exceeds a threshoM identity score; -4 

in response to determining that said identity score exceeds sard threshold rdentrty score, 
then proceeding to determining a credit score. 

24. (New) The method of Claim 23, wherein determining an identity score for said 

bUyeIC ^Ig identity informationftomanidentrtyhnreauhasedonsaidappheaiiondata; 
receiving said identity information from said identity burean; and 
Timing said identity information with said application data to de.erm.ne sard rdentrty 

score for said buyer. 

25 (New) The method of Claim 23, wherein determining an identity score for said 
fcuyer comprises Resting said identity score from an identity hureao based on said apphcatron 
data. 

2 6 . (New) The method of Claim 22, fhrther comprising generating a public key 
encryption pair having a private key and a public key. 

27 . (New) The method of Claim 26, wherein installing a digital certificate further 

COmPri ^rsmi«ing said puh.ic key to said commerce gateway, said commerce gateway 
certifying said public key to generate said digital certificate; and 

receiving said digital certificate from said commerce gateway. 

28. (New) The method of Claim 22, wherein instating a digital certificate further 
comprises storing said certificate on a secure token. 

29 (New) The method of Claim 22, further comprising, in response to determining 
.nat said creditlre does no, exceed said threshold credit score, establishing a prepard vrrtua, 
payment account associated with said buyer at said commerce gateway. 

30. (New) The method of Claim 22, wherein determining a credit score for said 
buyer comprises: 
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c from a credit bureau based on said 

requesting credit information for said buyer trom 

application data; 

receiving said credit information from said credit bureau; and 

"ng said credit information with said appiication da. to deternnne sa,d cred,. 
score for said buyer. 

31 . (New) The method ofClaim 22, wherein said buyer comprises a business. 

32 (New) The method of Claim 22, wherein reward points associated with said 
.rruai pU™. may acenre baaed upon a volume of purchases ehar g ed to satd v,mral 
payment account. 

33 (New) T hemethodofClaim22,wherei„saidv m na,paymentaeeoun.eompr is es 
a main account and at least one sub-aceount created by said buyer. 

34. (New) The method of Claim 33, wherein said buyer may set spending limits for 
said sub-account. 

35. (New) The method of Claim 33, wherein said sub-account may be associated 
with a second buyer. 

36 (New) The m«hod of Claim 33, wherein said sub-account may be configured by 
said buyer .0 accept charges only from a predetermined lis. of sellers. 

37 . (New) A method for settling a. leas, one vhtual payment account transaction, tire 

• .oiri at Ipast one settlement transaction request; and 
permissible, processing said at least one semem 

in response to processing said at least one transaction request, adjusting 

associated with said seller computer. 

3 g (New) Theme.hodofClaim37,whereinsaida,leas.o„ese tt .emen.,ransaction 
req „e,issubs— ycon.empomneouswititaueas.oneassocia.edpurehase.ransaeuon. 
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39 (New) TtememodofClaimST.wheremsaida.ta.onesettlemen.— on 

39. ^ewj associated purchase 
request is delayed for a predetermined penod of time after at 

transaction. 

40. (New) A method for reading a purchase ,ransae,io„ to a vir.ua, paymen. 

account, the method comprising: 

receiving a refund request from an administrative computer; 

"spouse to said refund request, determining that said refnnd ts permtan* 

in response ,0 determining that said refttnd is permissible, processtng sa,d refund request, 

adjusting said virtual payment account in response to the processed refund request. 

at (New) A method for generating a report comprising: 

living a report request from a seller computer using a virtual paymen, ^* 

"se ,0 said report request, determining whether said se.ler computer ,s assocated 

" ""rrl— g that satd seller computer is associated wtth said virtual 

payment account, generating a report; and 

transmitting said report to said seller computer. 

42 (New) T*e mefltod of Claim 41, wherein determining whether said seller 
computer is associated with said virtual payment account comprises: 

transmitting an authentication request compnsmg a dtgttal certrficate tro 

virtual payment account. 

43 (New) A system for purchasing a product, comprising: 

a hnyerlputer operative to purchase a product using a vhtua, payment account, 
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a se Uer computer operative to receive a reauest from said buyer computer to purchase 

-*r^^S n computer is associated wirh said vtrtum 

providing said product to a buyer associated wtth satd buyer computer. 

44 (New) The system of Claim 43, further comprising: 
a secure token associated with said buyer computer; and 

gateway; and 

said commerce gateway is operative to: 

determine whether said virtual payment account is valid; 

"ne whether said virtual payment account is associated with said buyer 
computer; and ^ ^ ^ tQ ^ ^ „ in t0 

determining that said buyer computer is associated with a valid virtual payment account. 
45 (New) The system of Claim 43, further comprising: 

bUyer °X ; an ahemate authentication message from said commerce gateway to a buyer 
aUto Tcl^ a Nation request comprising satd ahemate authenticate message; 

buyer computer is associated with said virtual payment account. 
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46 . (New) The system of C.a im 43, further comprising a commerce gateway 

^^yacostof said produetu, said virtual payment^ 

reeeive an aceount identification contamer associated with sa,d virtual p 

and said cos. of said produet from said seller computer; ^ 
determine whether said virtual payment account may be charged 

product; and may be charged for sa id cost 

of sald — —a^ 8 — andtoLfion fiom - commerce gateway to said 
seller computer. 

47 (New) A system for purchasing a product, comprising: 
lyer^uteropcrafivetopurchaseaprodnctusingavirtualpaymentaccount; 

^Zt* tmlThnye, computer ,o purchase said product ^rchase 

a commerce gateway operative to: 

receive an authentication request from said buyer computer, 

determine whether said virtual payment account is associated with sard buye 

tru^mi. an account identification container to said buyer computer in response to 
determining JZi buyer computer is associated with a valid virtual payment account; 
determ g K "ve a processed purchase reoues. from said seller computer; 

Ilmne whether said virhua, payment account may be used to pay for said 

Pr ° dUCt; in response to determining tha, said vhtua, payment account may he used to pay 
--^dt^r^ Product. 

4, (New) A system for creating a virtua. payment account for a buyer, the system 

comprising: 

a commerce gateway operative to: 

receive application data from said buyer; 
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de.em.ine a credit score for said buyer based upon said application data; 

uniq ue.y identifies said buyer as the registered holder of said virtua, paynren, account. 

49 . (New) The system of Claim 48, wherein said commerce gateway is further 

"""Tn'Isponse to receiving said application da«a fiom said buyer, determine an identify score 
for said buyer based upon said application data; 

then proceeding to determine a credit score. 

,0 (New) The system of Claim 48, wherein said buyer computer is further operative 
.■JUSEL bygenerafingapnhHCeye^pfionpairhavmgapnva.e.reyand 

a public key; and ^ ^ said commerce gate w ay 

digital certificate to said buyer computer for storage. 

51 . (New) A system for settling a. a virtual payment account transaction, comprising: 
a commerce gate way operative to: 

receive a settlement transaction request from a seller computer; 

-r.r : sr.: s= * • - — 

associated with said seller computer. 

52 (New) A computer-readable medium having an executable component for 
purchalg a pmlL from a se„er computer using a virtua, payment account, whereto me 
executable component purchases a product by: 
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associated with said virtual payment account, ^ ^ ^ virftlal 

„ response to »^£*£ZZZ* payment accost, and 

i« rl aim 52 wherein the executable 

component purchases a product oy 

associated with said virtual payment account compnse 

retrieving a digital certificate from said secure token 

transmitting an authentication request mcludmg satd dtgttal 

computer ,o a "^"T^L. gateway whether said vir.ua. payment account is valid; 

:i=rrr= ^ — - — — — ,s 

^^^i— fi«n container ,0 said huyer computer in response to 

^ ru\™*>2 wherein the executable 

- r s r P ::T^ — ~ - - — is 

component purchases a product oy 

— — ^—rr^es tfiomsaldhuyercomputertoacommerce 

Ending an alternate authenficafion message from said commerce gateway to a huyer 

authentication device; 

rett ieving said alternate au.hentica.ton message ^ 
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AMe medium of Claim 52, wherein the executable 
account comprises: „ atiftn container at said seller computer; 

^rrn sr- - - - * - — ftom sa,d 

product; and t account may be charged for said cost 

*n^»r^£Z^£*«» said commerce gateway to 
of said product, transmitting a valid transaction 



said seller computer. 

receiving a request from said ouye p ^ product; 

— - --rXS"- 1 - idlficaton " - " trom 

transmitting said purchase requ 
said buyer computer to said seUer r t0 suid eomtneree gateway 

transmitting said purehase request from said P ^ ^ 

receiving said purchase request a. said commerce gate 

^^a—r^ ' 

computer and said buyer computer; ^ sai<J product; 
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. Wp mP dium having an executable component for 
si fNevrt A computer-readable medium naviug 

57. (New; a f f pro d uc ts ordered 

1 1 1 ^;„rr, r>f riaim 57 wherein the executable 
58 . (New) The compu,er-readab,e medmm o M*£ " ^ ^ 

.mponent erea.es a virtua, payment a— by ^ ™ £ ^ 

then proceeding to determining a credit score. 

so mew) A compnter-readable medium having an executable component for 
.ttHng * parent account —n, wherein the execute component 

T „ that said at least one settlement transaction request ,s permtsstble, 

~! m d— g ma, said at leas, one settlement — request ,s 

— srsrr: r==*. a * — 

associated with said seller computer. 
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